Early Days in India                   [1797
On May 3ist we find him going up to Chinsurah* to stay
with Mr. Hickey f for the races, and on June 4th assisting at
a convivial dinner party in Honour of the King's Birthday
where, "... a very fine turtle and half of a tolerably fat
deer ",* washed down by " the best champagne . . . claret,
hock, and madeira ", was the fare the genial Hickey set before
his guests. The party (a stag one) commenced operations
at 3 p.m., when, having mellowed themselves into what their
host described as a condition of " perfect harmony **, they
kept it up until three o'clock of the following morning.
It must not be supposed, however, that Arthur could do
nothing but frivol, for his letters at this period, full of a
comprehensive grasp of Indian affairs, show that he had also
been employing his time in a more profitable manner, and
had acquired an insight into the complicated conditions of
that country, such as one would suppose to be possible only
after years of residence.
Neither was the scope of his knowledge confined to India
alone. The tentacles of his informative mind were constantly
sucking in supplies of information from all directions. Thus
it came about that, young as he was, men came to lean upon
him, his advice was sought on many subjects, his opinions
carried weight. He had not been two months in the country
before we find him drawing up for the Governor-General,
Sir John Shore,:]: a memorandum on a proposed expedi-
1 Hickey Memoirs, Vol. IP\ pp. 160, 161.
* A fashionable suburb of Calcutta.
f Hickey, William. A member of the legal profession, and a well-
known figure in Calcutta Society of that period. The author of Hickey
Memoirs.
$Sir John Shore, ist Baron Teignmouth, 1751-1834, succeeded
Cornwallis as Governor-General, October 1873. " The period of
Shore's rule as Governor-General was comparatively uneventful. He
implicitly obeyed the pacific injunctions of Parliament and the East India
Company, and pursued a thoroughly unambitious and equitable
policy . . .
" He acquiesced in the successful invasion by the Mahrattas of the